is 


Jen. 2, 1893.) 


JANUARY 1893. 


CONTENTS: 
Ba! tic Provinces ee 
or .. Notes from the Continent... 
AED ge es | Norm ee 
ComMUNION SERVICES | or Booxs 
A ror Tae Jaws or ovn Courrar Br 

Pouaztex — The Week of Universal Prayer @ 

Prance ee ee ee ee M4 of OCowunci! oe 
= 


MONTHLY NOTES. 


the time that this first number for the New Year is in the hands of our 
readers the Week of Universal Prayer will be close at ens Senn oan 
already commenced. We would, therefore, arge strongly the 
who take an interest in this world-wide union of prayer doing the utmost in their 
power to make it a success. 
the meetings in their neighbourhood as possible, but by seeking to come to these 
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The 

success of a prayer-meeting is not to be estimated by the number rah pang 

cttend it, bet by the number of, believing hearte which they being with them. 
And the result aimed at is not the satisfaction of seeing numbers who may attend, 


meetings in a spirit of prayer, believing the ‘‘exceeding great and precious 
throne of God, and have brought down the blessings which have been sought 
from Him. | 

It has already been suggested in a former number that it would be well to . 
shorten the time usually allotted to speaking, and thereby gain more time for 
prayer. Too many, it is feared, go rather to hear a favourite speaker than with 
any serious purpose of approaching God in prayer, and it is therefore most ae 
desirable that greater prominence should be accorded to prayer than to speech. 
Short, weighty words, whether from the chairman or the appointed speaker 
for the day, may be of much use in calling attention to the subject, and in 
eneouraging the meeting to plead with faith for it. But such remarks may. be none 
the lees profitable if only short, and wisely kept in ‘subordination to the chief 
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object, which is the actual pleading with God for the mercies sought. May a true 
spirit of believing intercession be abundantly vouchsafed to all who meet during 
this Week of Prayer. 


There is one subject for prayer, which at the present time is much upon the 
hearts of many of God's people, and should commend itself to all—namely, that 


the cruel persecutions of inoffensive Christians in Russia and Siberia may cease. 


There is definite mention of the sabject, in general, in the programme for Wednesday 
“that all perseoutions of Christians may be stayed,” but it might well be 
mentioned in prayer at any of the meetings, as the programme is not intended to 
prevent any allusion to special subjects which may be called for by special 
day. As it is to be feared that these persecutions have of late increased, it is the 
more tbe desired that the of then brethren Ramin ahold 
frequently brought before the throne of grace. “ Remember them that are 
bonds as bound with them, and them that suffer adversity as being yourselves also 

in the body.” 


All who value the evangelistic work of Mr. Moody will rejoice in his late 
escape from the perils of the deep: It was a position of no small danger for the 
steamer in which he was sailing to New York to be helplessly adrift in the 
Atlantic, 700 miles from land, with screw shaft broken, and the stern of the ship 
so injured as to admit thirty feet of water into the after compartment, and to add 
to all rough weather causing the vessel to roll fearfully. But Psalm cvii 28, had 
a fulfilment. “Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble and He bringeth 
them out of their distresses.” Mr. Moody held a prayer-meeting, in which (he says) 
“ Protestants, Catholics, Jews, all joined. It was really a most impressive 
meeting. We earnestly asked God to save us from the dangers with which we 
were surrounded, to calm the elements, and send to our assistance ‘some 
friendly ship.” All three petitions were granted, and before the week was ended 
a thanksgiving: meeting was held when the ship was in Queenstown Harbour, 
when they “praised the Lord for His goodness,” and many who read of the 
deliverance will re-echo the praise. ! 


It may encourage belief in the efficacy of prayer, if we quote some words 
spoken by Mr. Moody to the reporter of an American newspaper-when the vessel 
east anchor in Cork Harbour. “There never was a more earnest prayer to God 
than that of those 700 souls on that helpless, almost sinking, ship in mid-ocean 
last Sunday evening, when we met in the saloon to implore God's help, and God 
answered us as I knew He would. He sent us a rescuing tip, and He calmed 
the sea so that for a week it was as smooth as it is in this harbour, though there 
were storms all around us. It was the grandest test of prayer I ever knew, My 
son was with me. He is a student in Yale College, and the learned professors 
there have instilled into him some doubts about God's direct interference in 
answer to prayer. After we had prayed that night I had reached « point where I 
cared not whether it was God's will that we should go up or down. I determined 
to go to rest as if we were sailing safely on out way. My boy couldn’t rest. We 
were fast drifting out of the track of vessels, and our peril was extreme. About 
quarter past two o'clock he came and woke me, telling me to come on deck. 
There he pointed out an occasional glimpse of a tiny light that showed over thé 
waves, as our ship tolled heavily from side to side. Be 
he cried, ‘and our prayers are answered.’” 
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Our German correspondent, last month, gave an interesting account of the 


ith we have earnestly prayed to the Almighty and most merciful 
Gop, that He may preserve to our Protestant people the blessings of the 
our heart we confess the faith, common to Christendom, 
Son of God, who became man, the crucified and risen 
Saviour ; we expect from all ministers 
of the Protestant Church that they will exercise the duties of their office 


but to maintain it in a grateful and believing heart is our duty—for our hope in 
life and death rests on our holding fast the eternal truth. We have again 
confessed our faith to-day in the sight of God, and we do not forget that this 
Conféssion still unites us to-day with the whole of Christendom. This is a bond 
of peace which reaches beyond the separation. There is no coercion in matters 
of faith, the free conviction of the heart can alone decide in these things, and the 
knowledge that it is so is a blessed fruit of the Reformation. We Protestants 
assail nobody on account of his faith; but we hoid fast the confessions of the 
Gospel unto death. This is my assurance, my prayer, my hope.” 


_. It bas not, alas, always been the case that « Protestants aseail nobody on 
account of their faith,” for history since the Reformation records too many 
instances to the contrary. In fact, it took time for,thosé"who had been brought 


words in the document signed by the Emperor and the Protestant Princes, and 
their representatives, which should call forth thankfulness that the blessings of 
the Reformation are so distinctly recognised. The words are : “In our Common 
That words such as these should have been “signed by the Emperor, and 
the princes who were present,” including, we presume, the Duke of York, who 
represented our gracious Queen, his mother, is a most gratifying fact, in days 
when, alas! the name of Protestant and the ideas connected with the name are 
being repudiated by so many in our country. No less striking are the following 
words of the Emperor in his speech in the Luther House: “To us, the living 
generation, this renovated church is not only to be a reminiscence of former days, 
7 but at the same time a serious warning for the present age and the future. It is 
to us the eloquent expression of the blessings which God has given us, and 
daily renews to us, through the Protestant Church. Not to lose this blessing, 
corrupt influence to which they had.been so long habituated ; nor even throughout 
the seventeenth century had Protestantism shaken off this evil example. Nay, 
it survives.im spirit even to the present day in the exclusiveness and ill-will 
with which too many Protestant churches regard those who differ from them. 
Even in’ Protestant Germany (as we’ read in Mr. Kilburn’s interesting paper in 
our last issue entitled, “The Lutheran Church in the Baltic Provinces ”), 
‘‘The Baptists have suffered far more at the hands of the Lutherans, than the 
Latherans. have at the hands of the Russians;" again, ‘‘ The history of the 
Lutheran Church in these provinces is stained with persecution after persecu- 
tion. The Moravians were forbidden to preach or to hold meetings; they were 
arrested, imprisonéd, flogged, banished.” Things (as he adds) are better now, 
but the noble words of the Emperor will, we trust, show to his subjects, as 
well as to others, what Protestantism should be. | : ‘ 
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The first charge of the Bish>p of Durham lately delivered to his clergy 
has excited a great deal of attention owing to the very practical character of the 
meseage which it contains as touching social questions. perm ay accom 
done good service as « pacificator in trade 


World into which he is betrayed by his favourite notion of what he calls “ 


- 


by 

Cross that Scripture bases the privilege of pardon, acceptance and adoption to be 
the sons of God. The Incarnation was a step, and a very important step, in 
caving week, bah was ant Gad ehids ailvation. Nay, we have 
His own express testimony that without His death, the Incarnation would 
affected none but Himself “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
die, it abideth alone ; but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.” Moreover, it is 


they are the children of God. The selfishness of the natural heart will not Ke so 
easily overcome. It needs the Spirit of God to produce brotherly love, and that 
He alone does in those who are born again by faith in Christ Jesus. ‘‘ Whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoso loveth Him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of Him.” 


It is true, St. Paul, in addressing the Athenian philosophers, argues from 
natural grounds, that men, ‘‘ being the offspring of God,” should reject idolatry, 
and on similar natural grounds mankind may be exhorted to abjure selfishness, 
but St. Paul does not confound this natural motive with that furnished by 
Christianity, for he is meeting heathen on their own ground ; nor does he speak 
of the Incarnation as having made men God's children. Nevertheless all mast 
appreciate the aim of the Bishop in seeking to bring the influence of Chri 
to bear on the rugged and selfish natures of men in general. We are persuaded, 
however, that this can best be done by faithful preaching of the Gospel of the 
Cross of Christ, by believing which men are brought into the family of God, and 
so within the circle of that brotherhood who are furnished with an adequate 
motive as well as with a power to love one another. To look for brotherly love, in 
the Christian sense, from unconverted men is to expect to gather grapes from 
thorns, and figs from thistles. 


outside its immediate sphere of influence, and that is by the force of example. 
If those who are Christians in truth, as well as in name, would more endeavour 


ott 


| 
it of sonship. ‘‘ As many as received Him to them gave He power (or privilege) 
; to become the sons of God.” Bishop Westcott will, we fear, find little response in 
i unconverted men to an appeal for brotherly love grounded on the supposition that 
| 
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to show to the world around what brotherly love is, we might expect the force of 


example to shame even natural men into seeking conformity with a way ro much 


more excellent than that of human nature. Bat, alas, when we look to those who 


should set the example, and who have at command both motive and power to 


exhibit it, how sad is the picture which we behold of divisions, strifes, discords, 
which should farnish a bond of union. More than ever, therefore, should we 


value the aim of the Evangelical Alliance to promote brotherly love, and that not 


on the ground of nature but of grace, not by natural methods but by spiritual 


the rigid bands of ecclesiastical conformity, but by the living 
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost which is given to us.” 
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A PLEA FOR THE JEWS OF OUR COUNTRY. 
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at should not exist but 
sider how great is the difference between Writ 
their and the spirit of that Book in| Jews and 
® place. Nor says (Rom. 
an 
xxxi. 36), He has “iaeal® 
the Jews as 
“if it 
Israel also shall thought of 
alone is able to should stir 
FRANCE, 
(From our own Correspondent. } which, although slowly, i still spreading 
| Paris, December 16, 1899. in Protestant centres. Old ‘meses he 
Axx are glad that the absence of the into disuse among us are such as 
Rev. Dr. R. W. McAlll is only temporary, sicking up of striking tila, and selling 
machinery important work, to better | in streets, with strenuous 
facilitate its future and appeals to united efor of 
its i ist to “work out’ 
in 1871 to follow what thought “We have no right,” says 
must be a heavenly call to ~ We | director, “to agitate car eee 
have tench us; all we | bannerets, nor to be one of 
Tidy the another, nor to stop at of 
This, mouth a distressed secondary im ’ when Gospel 
frank-spoken Belleville workman, was to fag is imperiled, and when the sid 
our mind, and to his, true token: and as needed to raise and unfurl it 
we replied to his query: “ If you have | over France! We have no right to be 
Abraham’s faith, you will do Abraham's weak in evangelizing France when the 
werks.” And the sequel knows. of materialism is 90 rapid! «Al | 
together bringing evangelization of the people.’ ” 
the mame and without the ition that should also fill the heart with joey and the 
a name generally moots with), Protestant mouth with praise: and, it does ‘so 
that rare boon of “ Ro controversy.” The minds of calibes, and-e6. 
present deficit in the funds af the mission every face af the diamond of Trake ne 
will surely be quickly covered by English, but shallow ignorance of human 
friends among whom he is now moving. | Tove by deep, heart 
working effort is the Intérievre, from “casting out devils,” bécanse, 
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Superintendents. Consistory where the pustors are “Liberals,” have | 
leaves no doubt that it stands on the forbidden it. In that case the distributors 
creeds of the Church, and urges the take their place outside the doors of .the 
a 
sistency of office in a church whose has worked three months in factories 
; ol ae order to know the ways and habits and 
evangelistic meetings for the Young Men ey him. 
the ‘tempernnce movement isthe mums. ‘There i, however, 
not very far yet, in being made 
the friends of it do not work in vain. — it is the intention to help. 
of this month the annual tea | It very difficult to keep the secret. 
of the Blue-cross took place here, On the Ist of this month Mr. Brickel- 
the chair being taken by the leader of the io oto He was for a 
movement, Lieut.-Colonel von Knobeledorff. time the friend ayy oy of Mr. 
to | Woodruff, later on the travelling 
present mittee. years 
On November 20, bing the day bath. prevented farther work, the name 
of Commemoration of the deed, s large | of the Christian will not be for- 
number of sermons and tracts were again | gotten in , as that of one of 
distributed in our church a | the in our 
quarter of a million. Oulyefow land. 
ITALY. 
THE FREE CHURCH. 
Tue 19th General Assembly of the The usual formalities having been gone 
“ Chiesa E ica d'Italia” took place | th h with regard to the election of 
recently in ieee the Rev. Serafino President Vice-President, Secretary, etc., 
Bernatto, of Venice, preaching the opening and the commission for the order of the 
sermon from 2 Tim. xi., 20, 2]. day consisting of Si Silva, Stagnitta, 
The right of representation at the and Wigley, the following ‘telepen 
Assembly was then considered, and it was despatched to the King :— 
determined that those churches only which | “The representatives of the ‘Chiesa 
were regularly constituted should be | Evangelica 
entitled to direct representation, and that Florence in General Assembly, i the 
any lesser nay wx savy on them | blessing of God on the august head of 
should consider segrorented by ur Ma » and on the dynasty of 
the minister or deacon of the church under Bevay: to the throne, we desire to 
whose visitation and care they were placed. express that im one acclaim. 
it was likewise determined that all deputies * Long live Italy, life to her King.’ ” 
shall have’ been To this the King replied as follows, by 
communicants for at three the hand of the minister Ratazzi :— , 
men. pleasure homage 
In calling over the names of the i 
delegates, forty-two. were found to be d’ltalia,’ and of the echoole and 
peat Two others attended later on— institutions belonging to that body, and 
constituted, were represented, and ~one | expressions. of affection, so i 
to thick Churches; | heart, because they are inspired by an 
a should. be noted eighty| ever living ‘love of country, of public 
Bible and tract distribution. densian body — viz.: “The Waldensian 
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| SPAIN. 
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WEEK OF UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 
JANUARY 1—8, 1698, 


Tux West-ond meetings, convened by the Council of the Alliance, will be held 
daily in Rooms, Baxer Srazet, Porrmaw commencing on 
Monday, at 11.30 each morning. 

The following is the Programme for the week :— 

Suxpar, January 1.—Sermons.—The exalted Saviour’s “Gifts for Men.”— 
Ps. ixviii. 18, 19; John xvi. 23, 24; Acts ¢. 31. 

Morpar, January 2.—Humiliation and wing. Chairman: 
Maruesox, Esq. Address by the Rev. Prebendary RDLEY-WILMOT, M.A., 
Vicar of St. Jude’s, South Kensington. 

Tuxspay, January 3.—The Church Universal. Chairman: General Sir Rosert 
Puares, x.c.s. Address by the Rev. H. R. Rerxoxps, p.p., Principal of Cheshunt 


January 4.—Nations and their Rulers. Chairman: Sir 
Writs. Address by the Rev. m.a., Vicar of St. John’s, 


Paddington. 
Tuvurspar, January 5.—Foreign Missions. Chairman: T. Morcax Harver, 


Esq. Address by the Rev. J. R. Woop, Minister of Baptist Chureh, Holloway. 
Farpay, January 6.—Home Missions and the Jews.—Chairman: Sir C. U. 

Artonison, x.c.s.1. Address by the Rev. G. F. Pewrecost, p.p., Presbyterian 

Church, Marylebone. 
Sarugpar, January 7. — Families and Schools. — Chairman: 

Wrtrtams, Esq. Address by the Rev. W. Dantow Sanszant, Wesleyan 
8.—Sermons.—The Promised Outpouring.—Joel ii. 28—32. 

unpay, January 8. 
The plain command, “ Ask ye of the Lord.”—Zech. x. 1. ; 


D.D., to ide, and the Rev. A. T. Prenson, p.p., to give the address. 7.30, 
Lecture Grafton Square Congregational Church, Clapham; the Rev. J. G. 


ional Church, Steatham Hill; the J. P. to preside and 


Special contributions are invited towards defraying the large expenses 
rey incurred in promoting the observance of the Week of Prayer throughout 
the world. 

Ministers of the Gospel and Christians generally are earnestly invited to be 
present, and to make the meetings known as widely as possible. 

The South London Branch of the Alliance have arranged for Meetings daily, 
Wesleyan Cha ostyn ; . W. J. Mannts to e give 
Woinesdey, at 7.30, Lecters Hall, Presbyterian Church, Road ; 
give the address ursday, 7.30, Lecture Hall, Camberwell Green; the Rev. THomas 

oorzRr to preside and give the address. 8, Holy Trinity Schoolroom, Upper Tulse 

Hill; the Rev. E. L. Roxsy, .a., to preside and give the address. Friday, at 7.30, 
the School-room, St. Matthew's, Brixton Rev. Marcus Rarnsrorp, ™.., jun., 
to preside and give the address. Saturday, at 8, the School-room, St. James's, 
Clapham ; the Rev. F. A. C. Liriuxestow, m.a., to preside and give the address. 

Among the numerous series of meetings to be held in various parts of the 
Metropolis, the following may be specially mentioned: Conference Hall, Mildmay 
Park, daily at 11, and evenings at 7.30 o'clock; City Young Men's Christian 
Association Hall, 59 & 60 Cornhill, daily; 
186 Aldersgate Street, daily at 1 o’clock; Exeter (arranged by the Young Men’s 


te 
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28 (Jan. 2, 1808, 
b Christian Association (Seturday excepted) at 1 -m. ; St. Paul’s, Onslow 
(Saturday: exsepted) ; andsworth, Down Lodge 
Hall, High Meetings ( excepted) at 4 p.m. 
| PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
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|, Remittances may be made payable to the order af the secretary (Mr. A. J. 


Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 
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